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RBA IS NINE YEARS OLD a 


The Rural Electrification Administration this month completes itis ninth year of i} 
operation. REA was established by executive order on May 11, 1935 to bring 5 
electricity to unseryed rural establishments. In the following year, Congress Bee 

passed the Rural Electrification Act under whiten REA now operates. ; Bess 


y During these nine years, REA has loaned funds to 800 farmer—owned cooperatives, 53 
public bodies, and 20 privately-owned utilities. These borrowers now operate 
nearly 400,000 miles of lines serving more than 1,000,000 farms and other rural nit 
consumers in 46 states, Alaska and the Virgin Islands. by 


m 


By April 1, 1944, REA had advanced $382,633,185 as loans to its borrowers. The 

borrowers had made payments of principal and interest totalling $66,072,974, ine 

cluding $16,131, 974. of jrineinal paid in advance of the due dates specified in the 

REA loan contracts. These payments are gratifying because they indicate a trend 

‘toward increasing financial stability of borrowers as 2 whole. HEA loans, usually 
made for a period of 25 years, are retired with graduated payments that reach a 
maximum at the beginning of the eighth year... Because the REA borrowers have reached 
an average age of only four years, very few are yet required to make maximum pay- 
. ments on loans. Total delinquencies of the RHA borrowers, representing accounts 
eo more than 30 days overduc, amounted to $263,445 on April 1, 1944, about one-half 


of 1% of the amount due and payable. 


% 


The 1940 census showed 7,000,000 farm and non-farm rural dwellings in the Uni 
_ States without electricity. It is estimated that as many as 5,000,000 of these 
Peso o8 homes should be considered as potential consumers to be reached after the war. — 
-——s Meanwhile REA borrowers will continue to extend service, whersver-possible, under . 
ss ‘War Production Board regulations, to farms that can use electric power in wartime 
food production. Seventy-three thousand new farms were approved for connections 
to REA~financed lines in 1943 under WPB farm service connection regulations. 
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ree WPB FARM CONNECTION REQUIREMENTS 


x The War Production Board recently announced that increased military demand for 


ae radio and radar transformers had made it necessary to limit the production of dis-+ 


tribution transformers, and that this had, in turn, made it necessary to amend WPB 


PES regulations to restrict new service connections in urban and rural areas. 
-Under the amended regulations, "estimated production of livestock” may no longer 


be used in computing the number of animal units. Only "Livestock on hand” may de 
used, but livestock already contracted for may be counted, if.the farmer can show 


a his County Agricultural Conservation Committee a written agreement for delivery. 
: Rural extensions over 5000 feet still require WPB approva Hach consumer whose 


livestock is counted in the justification for such an iene a must have on hand 
at least ten milk cows or 750 laying hens. Other farms having at least five animal 
units may also apply for service from the extension. © 


Ae, extension up to 500 feet, including isdch Haney and service drop, may be built to 
serve a domestic consumer, provided no primary line or transformer installation is 
required. This type of service connection can be made without regard to animal 
units. Under orders U-l=c and U-l-f, the length of the extension will not include 
wire used in under building existing lines in order to reach a transformer. Thus 
a domestic consumer 500 feet from an cxisting line could be served even though it 
were necessary to underbuild one or two spans to reach a transformer. 


Although the new WPB requirements are higher, your Cooperative will continue to ex- . 
tend service wherever possible to farms having the required number of animal units 3 
and that are able to use electric power in wartime food production. Farmers living | 
near our lines who desire service should get in touch with the co-op office. We 
will be glad to give full details on the WPB requirements. If you now lack. the 
required animal units, you May be able to secure service by making a small increase 
in the number of animals on your farm, 


Bee a a vein 


Every farner eaten that war sonttbaeea he we ode ees: he it: airei ; 
repair parts or services for machinery, <A survey conducted f for: the 0 %) 
Civilian Requirenents, War Production Board, and the War Food Admin tre 


ee 


ation 


. shown that farmers throughout: the nation consider machinery repair one of t fps 
_ chief worries this year. For.examplo, it was found that 37 out, of: every 100 rg 


who needed parts or service for atsihails water systons had trouble. ae 
needs. e 


Repair parts are expected to be. more: pientit aly according ke War eek br 
although delays may be expericnecediwhen parts are not ordered far cnough a 
tines. Repair: services will be harder to obtain, however, and that's whe 
.. our electrified farms can be of help. “With fower competent mechanics avai 
. to rural areas than last. year, farmers nay have to. do more of, their repair 
.themselves.. Scheduling repair work: with regular service ple ces ag far in ad ; 
es, possible will help some; another partial. solution to this problen is “the shar- 
in ing: of repair tools; electric meee and. pation hat Hea Bday 
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If you have electric tool's that can [uaebna re ee repair work for one or more of 

.farmers, why not let it be known in your neighborhood or let us know $0 that we 
busean tell others? ‘Perhaps you can make an arrangenent fo do somo of this extra ‘ 
Sas repair work for compensation, using skills which other farmers in the neighborhoo 
bie nay not have Stak ah This ds the sort of: war service that really counts. 
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ee SUMMER CHICKS GROW PASTAR WITH | NIGHT LIGHTS | 


“The iu, S. abun tment of Agriculture Pa: that chicks ep eae ‘under night “ligt 

during hot weather at its Southwest Poultry Experiment Station in Arizona weighed — 
10 to 20 percent more at the end of the first 12 weeks. Rhode Island Red and White 
Leghorn chicks were eh in the experiments.Ni-ht illumination was provided by 
naES 40-watt dulb for each 144 square feet of ie ai SD2CO> 


‘Tho Sishicwitd showed that high dayt ime temperatures, common in aaiteaec 
in chicks. eating less and making slower growth, Chicks hatched in hot voutnen 
however, grew faster when electric lighting gave them a chance to cat. at. nignt — 
when it was cooler. The experiments also showed that aiicks did about’ a as well i 
der. the more economical midnight to dawn lighting, as did chicks having Lights ~ ? 
Peel night. But use of lights after the age of 12 weeks, either all night’ On from 


Bre sent to daylight, had little efféct on the age or ae ‘of pullets when they 
m) first laid, nor did ag influence the averare weight of their first 30 eges 
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Gah any of our members relate their personal expericnces with lights on growing 
chicks? 


‘ 
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Maciel. | SOME GOOD EXAMPLES OF NEWSLETTEE ITS 


te One of. our members who attended our annual inate ete has askeé us to publish the. 
_ following. We think it is very worth while and hope that the menber's to waon 
is directed will follow his suggestion. 


"A dark spot in the operating statement is ‘ne consuner penalties in the amount 
$717. 73. What a lot of electricity this would buy and what a lot of work it wo 
Naidoo, At..8 3/4 cents per kwh, the penalties would pay for 8,202 kwh; 14, 35 ‘kwh : 
‘5 cents; 28,'708 kwh at 2.1/2 cents, and 47/846 kwh at 1 1/2 cents. Tho pe 
also would pay ‘the average electric bill of $4.14 for 173 memberw for one 
. All of-this amount was wasted by members who did not have their remittance 
i the 15th of the month. Our meters should»be read on time, too. Why not 
meters on the 28th of each month and get the cards to the Ch Loptank Electric ¢ 


7. 


tive on tine?" (Fron newsletter of. Chop tank Hlectric Cooperative, Denton,} rylan 
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Bia Mr. William Steuber, of Boyd, was veunina us how they. converted a des 
er into an electrically-operated one. He says it's very simple to. ae and 
glad to tell anyone how to set the snall motor on pAndiattach 1% to the wi 
lawn mower by a belt. (Fron newsletter of Wasco Electric Coober ashy es 
Green: } / : 
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he ee As 4 ‘4 ta PURINE: Th 
Mr. BE. P, Menke, who lives in Waller County south: of Herpstead,.” 

has almost every occasion in the past two years when his electric 5 
ed, he sent one of his men to patrol all lines on his property, : 
‘tion deluxe, and if every member on the cooperative would do the 
be arn Mare the time of interrupted service to a axir 
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nen of San Bornard Hopets ae sive, Bel 
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